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Government Involvement in Dialysis [1]

Although the development of dialysis dates back to the 1940s, the government didn?t become 
more involved in the payment for treatment until the 1960s.  
 
The first significant government response to dialysis first came in 1963, when Veteran?s 
Affairs outlined plans to build 30 dialysis unit in VA hospitals around the United States. These 
units were designed for veterans who were eligible for treatment. Throughout 1964 and 1965, 
Congress established multiple programs to help provide funding for research in dialysis, 
including the Artificial Kidney-Chronic Uremia Program and Transplant Immunology Program 
in the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. By the mid-1960s, the Kidney 
Disease Control Program (KDCP) had been created as a way to explore the effectiveness of 
dialysis. 
 
The first legislation to support the funding of dialysis was introduced in 1965, but 
Congressional hearings on the topic did not occur until five years later. In 1971, the 
government was addressing debates on national health insurance, including Social Security, 
Medicare and welfare. In 1972, Congress passed legislation that created a Medicare program 
to pay for dialysis treatment. The program officially began on July 1, 1973. 
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